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Process oddities and endities
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zombie processes

…the argument passed to exit by the child process...is stored in
the kernel until the parent of the process retrieves the walue with
the wait tytsem call. If the parent is not currently waiting, the
exit value remains in the kernel until the parent calls wait to be
notified of the termination of the child.... A process that has died
but still has an uncollected exit value is called a zombie process.
Many modern versions of ps list these processes as defunct.
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© David Morgan 2003-05

orphan/adopted processes

If a process exits before its children do, the children continue
to run. They do not become orphans, instead, they are made
children of the init process, sort of like wards of the state
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